The State of Washington Water Research Center (SWWRC) is notifying all potentially- interested faculty that the Announcement for Fiscal Year 2005 Request for Proposals for the USGS National Competitive Grant Program (Section 104G) has been released and may be obtained on the website for the National Institutes for Water Research (NIWR) at

https://niwr.org/2005_104G_RFP

This Announcement is being distributed only through the NIWR site. Although you may view a pdf version of the RFP without registering, individuals expecting to submit a proposal are encouraged to register and establish a password. 

Applications will be accepted any time but must be filed by 5:00 PM EST (2:00 PM Pacific Standard Time), February 22, 2005. Submitted applications will be reviewed, approved, and forwarded to the national competition by the SWWRC by 5:00 PM, EST, March 4, 2005. Because of the short time frame in which the SWWRC has to review proposals, we ask that you notify us at meb@wsu.edu regarding your intent to submit a proposal as early as possible.

Washington State has been very successful in the National Competition, and we hope that this success continues. I want to stress several issues about this program. 

· First, having participated in the final review process, I wish to remind everyone that although the announcement suggests that meaningful collaboration with the USGS is an option, it is truly mandatory. Many deserving proposals must be declined when only 6 out of 50 proposals are funded. Since the final review panel includes USGS personnel, often the difference is how closely linked the proposal is to USGS interests.  I therefore encourage you to contact USGS personnel and get them interested in your proposals while you are developing your ideas. 

· Second, the program's Research Priorities are described starting on page 3 of the RFP. Pay close attention to these topics and clearly inform reviewers in your proposal how your proposal addresses one or more of these topics. In the past, investigators have felt that their proposals were rejected because they did not address a specific research priorities listed in the announcement.  Decisions made by the final review panel are irrevocable, so do not let this happen to you. Make sure your objectives conform to the priorities. 

The electronic application process is substantially the same as that used last year.  Only applications submitted electronically via the Internet at http://www.niwr.org/ by registered investigators will be accepted.  Instructions for submitting grant applications are available on-line. Directions for faxing materials to the USGS do not apply to principal investigators: these original materials are delivered to the SWWRC.

Questions concerning the Announcement should be directed to Dr. Michael Barber (meb@wsu.edu,  509-335-5531).  Questions concerning the application filing and preparation of budgets and other proposal materials should be directed to Ms. Diane Weber (weberd@wsu.edu, 509-335-5532).

Michael E. Barber

Director

