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State-by-State Surface/Groundwater 
Interaction Policies

Surface water Surface water 
and groundwater and groundwater 
often interact so often interact so 
administering administering 
them is them is 
complicatedcomplicated

Solution?

While it is commonly recognized that While it is commonly recognized that 
groundwater pumping may eventually groundwater pumping may eventually 
impact surface water supplies impact surface water supplies ––

The definition of The definition of ‘‘eventuallyeventually’’ is is 
debatabledebatable

This leads the NW states to adopt different This leads the NW states to adopt different 
management policies.management policies.

BasicsBasics

Consumption:Consumption: 15,100,000,000 gallons/day15,100,000,000 gallons/day

Consumption:Consumption: 13,000 gallons/person/day13,000 gallons/person/day

Background of Idaho’s
Ground/Surface Water Interaction Policy

IDAHO

GW
19%

Surface
water
81%

IDAHO

DRINKING WATER:DRINKING WATER: 95% groundwater95% groundwater

WATER USE:WATER USE: 94% agriculture94% agriculture

82% surface water82% surface water

18% groundwater18% groundwater

4,000,000 irrigated acres4,000,000 irrigated acres
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IDAHO – POLICY

2 Agencies:2 Agencies:

Idaho Department of Water Resources Idaho Department of Water Resources 
(IDWR)(IDWR)

QUANTITYQUANTITY

Idaho Department of Environmental Quality Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
(IDEQ)(IDEQ)

QUALITYQUALITY

IDAHO –QUALITY

IDEQ IDEQ ––Groundwater Quality RuleGroundwater Quality Rule

““ The beneficial uses of interconnected The beneficial uses of interconnected 
surface water shall be recognized when surface water shall be recognized when 
evaluating groundwater quality protection.evaluating groundwater quality protection.””

IDAHO – QUALITY

““ The implementation of water quality The implementation of water quality 
programs shall ensure that the quality of programs shall ensure that the quality of 
groundwater that discharges into surface groundwater that discharges into surface 
water:water:

–– does not impair the identifieddoes not impair the identified
beneficial uses of surface waterbeneficial uses of surface water

and that surface water infiltration does not and that surface water infiltration does not 
impair beneficial uses of groundwater.impair beneficial uses of groundwater.””

IDAHO – QUANTITY

IDWR IDWR –– Conjunctive Management RulesConjunctive Management Rules

–– Surface and Surface and groundwatersgroundwaters that are that are 
hydrologicallyhydrologically connected should be connected should be 
administered as a single resourceadministered as a single resource

–– Snake River AquiferSnake River Aquifer

IDAHO – QUANTITY

–– Effects of GW depletion on senior rights Effects of GW depletion on senior rights 
from surface water sources are taken into from surface water sources are taken into 
accountaccount

not the same as administering rights to not the same as administering rights to 
surface water sources surface water sources —— lag timelag time
impact may be delayed over a period of impact may be delayed over a period of 
yearsyears

Water Quantity

Groundwater mining ( a drop in the water Groundwater mining ( a drop in the water 
table) is a problem in southern Idahotable) is a problem in southern Idaho

–– 13 problem areas13 problem areas

–– GWMAsGWMAs —— groundwater management groundwater management 
areasareas

–– CGWAsCGWAs —— critical groundwater areascritical groundwater areas
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