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A. Drinking Water in the Pacific Northwest

B. Drinking Water Standards

C. Specific Inorganic Contaminants

D. Specific Organic Contaminants

A. DRINKING WATER IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST THE PNW SURVEY

• In 2002 a survey was conducted in Alaska, 
Idaho, Oregon and Washington to survey 
public perceptions about water issues

PNW Survey – Drinking Water

2.7Not / no opinion

0.6Somewhat

18.0Very

79.7Extremely

PercentImportance

How important is clean drinking water to you?

PNW Survey – Drinking Water

7.2Other

8.0Community well system

18.2Private well

66.6City water system

PercentSource

Where do you get your drinking water from?
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PNW Survey – Drinking Water

3.8Not answered

8.7No

87.5Yes

PercentWater Safe?

Is your home drinking water safe to drink?

PNW Survey – Drinking Water

15.8Hard water

3.7Industrial pollutants

3.5Heavy metals

3.1Nitrates

3.1Bacteria

Percent yesProblem contaminant

Which contaminants are problems in your drinking water?

PNW Survey – Drinking Water

15.7Other

8.6Federal government

11.8Individual citizens

24.9State government

39.0County, city or town

PercentMost responsible

Who should be responsible for protecting my water?

PNW Survey – Drinking Water

25.3Have water filter on sink

26.9Use bottled water for 
drinking

28.0Never buy bottled water

66.8Satisfied with drinking 
water

Percent yesItem

Which applies to your drinking water habits?

PNW Survey – Drinking Water

4.9Drinking water system is separate 
from water supply system

7.0Purchase 5 gallon containers of 
drinking water

11.9Have water softener
15.4Not satisfied with drinking water

Percent yesItem

Which applies to your drinking water habits?

PNW Survey – Drinking Water

37.7Environmental groups

43.1Environmental agencies

52.1Television

60.4Newspapers

PercentSource

Where do you get your information?
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B. DRINKING WATER STANDARDS

If you get your drinking water from a CWS:

– regulations protect the quality of your
water supply

DRINKING WATER 
STANDARDS

If you get your drinking water from a private 
well:

– no regulations

– user beware!

– some guidelines, but unenforceable

DRINKING WATER 
STANDARDS

a. National Drinking Water Regulations

b. Primary Standards
1. Organic Chemicals
2. Inorganic Chemicals
3. Microorganisms
4. Turbidity
5. Radionuclides

c. Secondary Standards

a. NATIONAL DRINKING
WATER REGULATIONS

EPA regulations are sub-divided into 2 
categories:

1. Primary Drinking Water Standards

2. Secondary Drinking Water Standards

b. PRIMARY DRINKING 
WATER STANDARDS

Specify maximum contaminant levels 
(MCLs) based on health-related criteria

Except for microbes and nitrates, water 
exceeding listed MCLs does not pose an 
immediate threat to public health

PRIMARY DRINKING
WATER STANDARDS

CATEGORIES:
• ORGANIC CHEMICALS
• INORGANIC CHEMICALS
• MICROORGANISMS
• TURBIDITY
• RADIONUCLIDES
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